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Headstone records for US 
military veterans
Part II: Records for headstones requested 
from 1879 to 1925

In honor of the sesquicentennial of the American Civil 
War, this is the eighth in a series of articles about 
records at the National Archives in Washington, 
DC, that are useful in researching the war and its 
participants. 

I
n the previous issue of NGS Magazine, Part I 
of this “headstone records” series examined 
the design elements in veterans’ headstones 
that provide clues to when the headstone was 

requested from the federal government.
This article, Part II, will discuss records for 

headstones requested from 1879 to 1924 for 
veterans buried in nonfederal cemeteries—often 
called “private cemeteries”—including those 
maintained by a city, village, township, church, 
or family. The records also include requests 
for headstones at selected federal cemeteries, 
including National Homes for Disabled 
Volunteer Soldiers. Headstone records are part 
of Record Group 92, Records of the Offi  ce of 
the Quartermaster General, in the National 
Archives and Records Administration (NARA), 
Washington, DC.

Government record-keeping practices changed 
over the years, so that surviving records vary for 
diff erent periods of time. The most important 
thing to remember is that the records about a 
veteran’s headstone are fi led according to the 
date of the application, not the veteran’s date of 

death. Sometimes, the headstone was requested 
many years after the man’s death.

1879—1903
The Quartermaster General’s Offi  ce (QMG) 
created an alphabetical fi le of more than 166,000 
cards measuring 3 by 4 inches as its record of 
headstones provided from 1879 to 1903. These 
cards have been reproduced in NARA Microfi lm 
Publication M1845, Card Records of Headstones 
Provided for Deceased Union Civil War Veterans, ca. 
1879–ca. 1903 (twenty-two rolls), which is online 
at Ancestry.com. Some War of 1812 veterans 
are included. Each veteran’s card provides his 
name, rank, military unit (usually company 
and regiment), place of burial (cemetery name 
and the city or town, county, and state in which 
located), grave number (if any), date of death, 
and the name of the contractor who supplied 
the headstone and the date of the contract under 
which it was provided. 

For example, the card for Ferris Woolcott  
indicates he served as a private in Company 
K, 125th Ohio Infantry, died 26 November 
1867, and was buried at the village cemetery 
in Austinburg, Ashtabula County, Ohio. His 
headstone was supplied by William Manson 
under his contract with the government dated 
21 January 1883. Some of the applications and 
related correspondence for this period of time 
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still exist and are fi led with the applications for 
1909 to 1924, discussed below. The headstone 
application for Woolcott  is one of those that 
has survived. On 29 February 1884, H. H. 
Pulsipher of Austinburg requested headstones 
for Woolcott , Albert W. Hubbard, James S. Reed, 
Lafi tt e St. Clair, and Alfred Buck, who were all 
buried in the “Austinburg Cemetry.” 

1904—08
Unfortunately, no comprehensive set of 
headstone records seems to have survived from 
this period of time, possibly because of the 1904 
reorganization of the upper echelons of the US 
Army.

1909—24
In 1909, the Quartermaster General began fi ling 
applications submitt ed by family members and 
veterans groups in two separate applications 
record series. 

There are 316 boxes of Applications for 
Headstones in Private Cemeteries, 1909–1924 (NM-
81, Series 592, ARC ID 607866) arranged by 
state, then by county. Related correspondence 
is included. Surviving applications and 
correspondence for 1879 to 1903 are also fi led 
in this series. Although some applications were 
submitt ed by family members, many were sent 
by veterans’ groups. For example, on 1 July 1915, 
W. H. Castle, the commander of the Bowers Post 
No. 28, Grand Army of the Republic, submitt ed 
a four-page application for headstones for 
forty-eight Civil War soldiers buried in Geneva, 
Ashtabula County, Ohio. The application gives 
the name, rank, company and regiment, date of 
death, cemetery name and location for each man. 
The QMG annotated corrections to the men’s 
rank, company, and regiment in red ink. Castle 
sent a lett er on 22 July 1915 with additional 

corrections and confi rmed that each soldier had 
an unmarked grave and their families were all 
“anxious to have headstones.” The men had died 
between 1863 and 1914 and Castle said all the 
men’s families, except one, could not aff ord to 
purchase gravestones. (Financial need was not 
required.)

There are four boxes of Applications for 
Headstones, Soldiers’ Homes, 1909–1923 (NM-81, 
Series 591, ARC ID 607865) arranged by state, 
then by soldiers’ home. Requests from naval 
hospital cemeteries and similar facilities are 
also included. The applications and related 
correspondence usually involve several veterans. 

Typical correspondence fi led with an application. First page of the 
lett er from W. H. Castle mentioned in the article.
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Most of these cemeteries are now operated by 
the National Cemetery Administration, which 
is part of the Department of Veterans Aff airs. 
(Before 1909 and after 1924, applications for 
headstones in cemeteries att ached to National 
Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers were 
interfi led with the applications for headstones 
in private cemeteries.) James L. Clark was one of 
several men buried at the cemetery at the Pacifi c 
Branch, National Home for Disabled Volunteer 
Soldiers, at Los Angeles, for whom a headstone 
was requested by the governor of the home on 
7 July 1921. Clark served as a landsman in the 
US Navy from 20 June 1861 to 11 June 1863, then 
as a yeoman from 2 August to 6 November 1863. 
His name, rank, branch of service, date of death, 
and name and location of cemetery are given on 

the application. Corrections and supplemental 
information were typed on strips of paper pasted 
onto the application.

1915—39
About 1915, the QMG began keeping a 
correspondence records series separate from the 
“application” records series discussed above. 
There are 5,406 boxes of Correspondence, Reports, 
Telegrams, Applications, and Other Papers Relating 
to Burials of Service Personnel (“Burial Case 
Files”), 1915–1939 (NM-81, Series 1942, ARC ID 
595318). In general, these records are arranged 
alphabetically by name. In addition to fi les 
about specifi c individuals, however, for common 
names, there may be one or more group fi les 
that precede individual fi les. Thus, there is a 

Typical application. This is the fi rst page of the four-page application by W. H. Castle, 1915.
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Williamson, A-K fi le; Williamson, L-Z fi le; and 
then individual Williamsons who have their 
own fi les. To make a thorough search, both the 
group and individual fi les must be examined. 
Individual fi les may include more than one 
person with the same fi rst and last name. 
William H. Williamson, sergeant of Company D, 
75th Indiana Infantry, died 7 January 1918 and 
was buried at Arlington, Rush County, Indiana. 
His family waited until 16 March 1928 to request 
a headstone. The “Williamson, L-Z” fi le includes 
a lett er from his daughter, Ruth Williamson, 
dated 6 March 1928 asking about obtaining 
a headstone, and a paper that indicates the 
headstone was shipped on 27 December 1928. 
Applications found in this series are duplicates 
of the record copy, which is in NARA Microfi lm 
Publication M1916, Applications for Headstones 
for U.S. Military Veterans, 1925–1941 (134 rolls), 
which will be discussed in Part III of this series.)

Access to the records
Access to the 1879–1903 record series (M1845) is 
most easily obtained online at Ancestry.com.

For access to the two 1909–24 record 
series, contact Archives I Reference Section, 
National Archives Building, 700 Pennsylvania 
Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20408; e-mail 
archives1reference@nara.gov. 

For access to the 1915–39 burial case fi les, 
contact National Archives at St. Louis (RL-SL), 
9700 Page Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63132-5100; 
e-mail mpr.center@nara.gov. 

Conclusion
Understanding the way the QMG kept its 
records will help you fi nd the record you seek. 
In the next issue, we will discuss headstone 
applications for 1925 to 1985. Until then, if 
you are dying for more information, see Claire 
Kluskens, “Research Guide for Headstone 
Records for U.S. Military Veterans Buried in 
Nonfederal Cemeteries, 1879–1985” online at 
htt p://www.archives.gov/research/military/
veterans/headstones-nonfederal-cemeteries.pdf.

Lett er from family member, Ruth Williamson, inquiring about 
obtaining a headstone.


