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INTRODUCTION 
 

On the single roll of this microfilm publication, A3391, are reproduced lists of 
vessels arriving at and departing from Honolulu, Hawaii, 1852–1949. The records 
are arranged in three series:  (1) vessel index to inbound passenger manifests, 
1852–1900, that were on file in 1955 in the Public Archives of Hawaii; (2) vessel 
index to inbound passenger manifests, February 13, 1900–December 31, 1948; and 
(3) vessel index to outbound passenger manifests, June 21, 1900–March 30, 1949. 
These records are part of the Records of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, Record Group (RG) 85. 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
Early records relating to immigration originated in regional customhouses. The  
U.S. Customs Service conducted its business by designating collection districts. 
Each district had a headquarters port with a customhouse and a collector of  
customs, the chief officer of the district. An act of March 2, 1819 (3 Stat. 489) 
required the captain or master of a vessel arriving at a port in the United States 
or any of its  territories from a foreign country to submit a list of passengers to the 
collector of customs. The act also required that the collector submit a quarterly 
report or abstract, consisting of copies of these passenger lists, to the Secretary of 
State, who was required to submit such information at each session of Congress. 
After 1874, collectors forwarded only statistical reports to the Treasury Depart-
ment. The lists themselves were retained by the collector of customs. Customs 
records were maintained primarily for statistical purposes.  
 
On August 3, 1882, Congress passed the first Federal law regulating immigration 
(22 Stat. 214–215); the Secretary of the Treasury had general supervision over  
it between 1882 and 1891. The Office of Superintendent of Immigration in the 
Department of the Treasury was established under an act of March 3, 1891  
(26 Stat. 1085), and was later designated a bureau in 1895 with responsibility for 
administering the alien contract-labor laws. In 1900 administration of the Chinese 
exclusion laws was added. Initially the Bureau retained the same administrative 
structure of ports of entry that the Customs Service had used. By the turn of the 
century, it began to designate its own immigration districts, the numbers and 
boundaries of which changed over the years. In 1903 the Bureau became part of  
the Department of Commerce and Labor; its name was changed to the Bureau  
of Immigration and Naturalization when functions relating to naturalization were 
added in 1906. In 1933 the functions were transferred to the Department of Labor 
and became the responsibility of the newly formed Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS). Under President Roosevelt’s Reorganization Plan V of 1940, the  
INS was moved to the Department of Justice.  
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RECORDS DESCRIPTION 

 
SERIES 1: VESSEL INDEX TO INBOUND PASSENGER MANIFESTS, 1852–1900, THAT 
WERE ON FILE IN 1955 IN THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF HAWAII (NOW THE HAWAII 
STATE ARCHIVES) 
 
This series consists of a table of contents and 23 typescript pages listing vessel 
arrivals, 1852–1900, for which passenger manifests (lists) were on file in 1955 in 
the Public Archives of Hawaii (known in 2003 as the Hawaii State Archives). The 
list is arranged by flag of registry—the vessel’s nationality or country of registry—
as follows: 
 

Flag of Registry Date Span Page Number 
Portugal 1878–99 1 
China 1852–1900 2–4 
Japan 1868–1900 15–19 
Germany 1881–97 20 
Australia 1898 21 
Norway 1881 22 
Gilbert Islands 1883 23 
 

The vessels are arranged chronologically by date of arrival within each flag of 
registry list. For each vessel, the following information is given: vessel name,  
date of arrival, port of embarkation, and number of passengers. 
 
Attached to the page of Portugese arrivals is a typed list of “Spanish and 
Portugese Arrivals,” 1906–1913, and a handwritten notation of a 1921 Puerto  
Rican arrival. Passenger manifests for these arrivals will be found among those 
collected by the INS, not those in the Hawaii State Archives. 
 
 
SERIES 2: VESSEL INDEX TO INBOUND PASSENGER MANIFESTS, FEBRUARY 13, 1900 –
DECEMBER 31, 1948 
 
This series is a typescript vessel index to passenger lists of vessels arriving at 
Honolulu, Hawaii, from foreign and U.S. ports, February 13, 1900–December  
31, 1948.  The INS target sheet calls it the “Incoming Passenger Manifest Book 
Index.” The heading at the top of each page reads “Book No. __ from (date) to 
(date).”  The INS bound the original passenger manifests chronologically into 
volumes or “books,” hence, this is the “book index.” 
 
Vessel arrivals are arranged chronologically by date of arrival. For each vessel, 
the following information is given: name of vessel, date of arrival, whether it 
embarked from a foreign or “mainland” port, book (volume) number, and sheet 
number. For the purposes of this index, “mainland” ports included those in the  
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United States and Canada. The “sheet number” refers to a mechanically stamped 
number on the first page of the ship’s manifest.  
 
 
SERIES 3: VESSEL INDEX TO OUTBOUND PASSENGER MANIFESTS, JUNE  21, 1900–MARCH 
30, 1949 
 
This series is a typescript vessel index to passenger lists of vessels departing from 
Honolulu, Hawaii, for arrival at foreign and U.S. ports, June 21, 1900–March 30, 
1949.  The INS target sheet calls it the “Index to Outgoing Manifest Books.” The 
heading at the top of each page reads “Book No. __ from (date) to (date).”  The  
INS bound the original passenger manifests chronologically into volumes or 
“books,” hence, this is the “book index.” 
 
Vessel arrivals are arranged chronologically by date of departure. For each vessel, 
the following information is given: name of vessel, date of departure, whether its 
destination was a foreign or “mainland” port, book (volume) number, and sheet 
number. For the purposes of this index, “mainland” ports included those in the 
United States and Canada. The “sheet number” refers to a mechanically stamped 
number on the first page of the ship’s manifest. 
 
 
GENERAL REMARKS 
 
Since the vessel arrivals are arranged chronologically by date of arrival, each 
“index” is technically a “register”—an archival term for a chronological or 
numerical list. 
 
The records were filmed by the INS in July 1955 and transferred to the National 
Archives on microfilm. Although some of this film may be difficult to read, it is 
impossible to correct the situation since the INS destroyed the original records. 
 
 

RELATED RECORDS 
 
The volume number sheet numbers provided in these indexes will direct researchers 
to the related passenger manifest in the appropriate roll of microfilmed inbound or 
outbound ship passenger lists.  
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