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INTRODUCTION 
 
On the single roll of this microfilm publication, A3465, is reproduced an index to trans-
Atlantic vessel arrivals at, and departures from, various East Coast U.S. and Canadian 
ports, 1904–39. These records are part of Records of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, Record Group (RG) 85. 
 

RECORDS DESCRIPTION 
 
This microfilm publication reproduces a typescript 1,542-page index that had no formal 
title page. The original microfilm box label identifies it as “Catalog of Trans-Atlantic 
Arrivals by Steamship Line.” It is an index to arrivals at, and departures from, Eastern 
U.S. and Canadian ports, 1904–39. Its first introductory page describes the arrangement 
as follows: 
 

Ships arrivals are compiled by the calendar year, indexed alphabetically by 
Steamship Line. Ports of arrival and departure are shown at the top of each 
column of arrivals. 

 
The index is arranged chronologically by year, then alphabetically by steamship line, 
then by route (such as Liverpool–New York), then chronologically by date of arrival. 
The name of the arriving vessel, its date of arrival, and (usually) its date of departure 
from the U.S. or Canadian port are noted. 
 
The layout and content of this INS catalog are remarkably similar to the well-known 
Morton Allan Directory of European Passenger Steamship Arrivals for the Years 1890 
to 1930 at the Port of New York and for the Years 1904 to 1926 at the Ports of New 
York, Philadelphia, Boston, and Baltimore (New York, 1931; reprint, Baltimore: Geneal-
ogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1979–98). However, there are significant differences in the 
information included in each. The major differences are enumerated below: 
 
INS Trans-Atlantic Catalog Morton Allan 
 

1904–39 arrival dates at New York 1890–1930 arrival dates at New York 
1906–39 departure dates from New York no listings 
1904–39 arrival dates at Philadelphia 1904–26 arrival dates at Philadelphia  
1906–39 departure dates from Philadelphia no listings 
1904–39 arrival dates at Boston 1904–26 arrival dates at Boston 
1906–39 departure dates from Boston no listings 
1904–39 arrival dates at Baltimore 1904–26 arrival dates at Baltimore 
1906–39 departure dates from Baltimore no listings 
1904–39 arrival dates at and/or departure  no listings 
 dates from other U.S. ports, including  
 Mobile, AL; New London, CT;  
 Wilmington, DE; Jacksonville, Port  
 Everglades, and Tampa, FL; Lake  
 Charles and New Orleans, LA;  
 Portland, ME; Gloucester and New  
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 Bedford, MA; Chester, PA; Providence,  
 RI; Brownsville, Corpus Christie,  
 Galveston, Houston, Orange, and Port  
 Neches, TX; Newport News and  
 Norfolk, VA; and possibly others  
1906–39 arrival dates at and/or departure  no listings 
 dates from Canadian ports, including  
 Halifax, Montreal, Quebec, Saint John,  
 and Sydney 
 
Researchers should find this catalog helpful in determining the date a passenger steam-
ship arrived at or departed from a particular port.  
 
The pagination is inconsistent. Two page numbers are typed or rubber-stamped on each 
page. The main sequences of page numbers are 1–73 (1904–05) and 1–1542 (1906–39). 
In addition, groups of years are separately paginated from 1 to x.  
 
GENERAL REMARKS 
 

The records were filmed by the INS in 1957 and transferred to the National Archives on 
microfilm. Although some of this film may be difficult to read, it is impossible to correct 
the situation since the INS destroyed the original records.  
 
 
 


